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There was a great commotion among the people of Germany 
when Dr. Martin Luther, the well-known Augustinian monk at Wit- 
tenberg, commenced to preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ in its 
purity. The ungodly pope, the arch impostor, Satan’s rival, who sat 
on his throne of sacerdotal lies self-deified, and his followers, the 
papists, contended that Luther was beside himself, and that his work 
would shortly come to an abrupt end. But the papists were all 
wrong! Neither their contempt, nor their anathemas could check 
Luther’s work. Kings, emperors, and diets could not overawe Luther, 
nor were they able to subdue the great Reformation begun by him. 
The Lord was with him, and crowned his work with unparalleled 
success. It is true, Luther died, but his work has not died with him. 
Well may we therefore say: 

God’s Word and Luther’s doctrine pure 
Shall now and evermore endure! 

Fifteen centuries before Luther “contended for the faith once 
delivered unto the saints” John the Baptist commenced to preach 
the Gospel. He told the people of Judea that the long-promised, 
and long-expected Messiah, the Savior of the world, had made His 
advent, and that the much-despised Jesus of Nazareth was that | 
Messiah. But John’s preaching was most obnoxious to a certain 
class of people in Jerusalem and Judea, viz., to the chief priests, 
seribes, and Pharisees. We read in to-day’s Gospel-lesson that when 
John was preaching and baptizing at “Bethabara beyond Jordan,” 
they sent priests and Levites unto him, saying: “Who art thou? 
And he confessed, and denied not; but confessed, I am not the 
Christ. And they asked him, What then? Art thou Elias? And 
he saith, I am not. Art thou that prophet? And he answered, No. 
Then said they unto him, Who art thou? that we may give an 
answer to them that sent us. What sayest thou of thyself? He said, 
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I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make straight the 
way of the Lord, as said the prophet Esaias.” But these priests and 
Levites did not say unto him: “Very well, John, we are satisfied,” 
but they rather rebuked him, and enjoined him to abstain from 
preaching, and to desist from baptizing, for “they asked him, and 
said unto him, Why baptizest thou then, if thou be not that Christ, 
nor Elias, neither that prophet? John answered them, saying, 
I baptize with water: but there standeth one among you whom ye 
know not; He it is, who, coming after me, is preferred before me, 
whose shoe’s latchet I am not worthy to unloose.” The words of 
John: “There standeth one among you, whom ye know not,” con- 
tain a 
DOUBLE EXCLAMATION, vi2.: 
1. The exclamation of joy: “There standeth one among you!” 
2. The exclamation of sorrow: “Whom ye know not!” 


i 

We shall, beloved friends, in the first place, direct our attention 
to John’s exultation: “There standeth one among you!” 

When John the Baptist told those priests and Levites — who 
had been sent unto him by the Pharisees —that he were not the 
Christ, but only the way-preparer, the forerunner, of the Christ, and 
that the real Christ, the Messiah, had made His advent, that Jesus 
of Nazareth were the Christ, then he told those men good news; 
yea, then he preached the Gospel to them. These words of John 
should have gladdened their hearts. But it did not. What did they 
eare for the Christ! ’ 

But, although they did not rejoice at hearing John’s exclamation 
of joy: “There standeth one among you!” there were others that did. 
Many believed John, and were baptized by him. To them it was 
good news when John cried out in exultation: “There standeth one 
among you!” “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the 
sins of the world!” 

John’s exclamation of joy: “There standeth one among you!” 
is still being heard in the wilderness of this world. From “Betha- 
bara” the “Johns” go out proclaiming the glad tidings: “The Savior 
is come!” “God so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life. For God sent not His Son into the world to con- 
demn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.” 
Yea, the Church sends out preachers and missionaries into all the 
world with the Gospel of Him of whom John joyfully exclaimed: 
“There standeth one among you!” Indeed, our dear Savior standeth 
among us! His promise is: “Lo, I am with you alway, even unto 
the end of the world.” And again: “Where two or three are gathered 
together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.” 
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When we bend our knees in prayer in our lonely closet, or at 
our fireside with our family, or in the house of God with our fellow- 
Christians, then there standeth one among us, saying: “Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my 
name, He will give it you.” And again: “All things, whatsoever 
ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive.” When trials, 
tribulations, disappointments, and distresses cause the crystal waters 
of sorrow to course down from our eyes, then there standeth one 
among us, saying: “For a small moment have I forsaken thee; but 
with great mercies I will gather thee. In a little wrath I hid my 
face from thee for a moment, but with everlasting kindness will I 
have mercy on thee, saith the Lord, thy Redeemer.” “Call upon me 
in the day of trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me.” 
When we come hither to worship God, and hear His holy Word, then 
there standeth one among us, saying: “In all places where I record 
my name I will come unto thee, and I will bless thee.” When we 
bring our newborn babes to this baptismal font, that they may be 
baptized in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost, then there standeth one among us, saying: “Suffer the little 
children to come unto me, ‘and forbid them not; for of such is 

the kingdom of God. Verily, I say unto you, Whosoever shall not 
receive the kingdom of God as a little child, he shall not enter 
therein.” ‘He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.” ‘And 
unto our little baptized children, of whom He says that they believe 
in Him, He says: “For the mountains shall depart, and the hills be 
removed, but my kindness shall not depart from thee, neither shall 
the covenant of my peace be removed, saith the Lord that hath 
mercy on thee.” When we publicly confirm our youths here at this 
altar after they have been duly instructed in the chief parts of the 
Christian doctrine, then there standeth one among us, saying unto 
them: “Watch ye; stand fast in the faith; quit you like men; be 
strong!” “Be ready always to give an answer to every man that 
asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and 
fear: having a good conscience.” “Be thou faithful unto death, 
and I will give thee a crown of life” When we come hither for 
confessional service, imploring God’s forgiveness, then there standeth 
one among us, saying: “Be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven 
thee.” When we approach this altar to partake of the Holy Supper 
which the Lord has instituted for His Christians to eat and to 
drink, then there standeth one among us, saying: “Take, eat; this 
is my body. Drink ye all of it; for this is my blood of the new 
testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins.” When 
a Christian couple comes into this temple of the Lord to make the 
vows of marriage in the presence of God and His people, then there 
standeth one among us, saying: “Blessed is every one that feareth 
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the Lord, that walketh in His ways. For thou shalt eat the labor 
of thine hands. Happy shalt thou be, and it shall be well with thee. 
Thy wife shall be as a fruitful vine by the sides of thine house; 
thy children like olive plants round about thy table. Behold, that 
thus shall the man be blessed that feareth the Lord.” And again: 
“What therefore God hath joined together let not man put asunder.” 
When we assemble in this house of God, lamenting the loss of one 
of our beloved: father or mother, brother or sister, son or daughter, 
then there standeth one among us, saying: “Weep not!” “Blessed 
are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth. Yea, saith the 
Spirit, that they may rest from their labors; and their works do 
follow them.” And, finally, when our own days have been numbered, 
and when we must depart this life, then there standeth one at our 
side, saying: “Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; 
for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; 
yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness,” 
and we can answer and say: “Yea, though I walk through the valley 
of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for Thou art with me; 
Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me.” 

I ask you, my friends, have not we Christians every reason in 
the world to join John in his exclamation of joy: “There standeth 
one among you!”? Most assuredly we have! Jesus Christ, our dear — 
Savior, is with us in life and in death. 

Having heard John’s exclamation of joy, we shall now listen to 
his exclamation of sorrow. 

Pa 

John cries out in lamentation: “Whom ye know not!” These 
words he cried into the ears of those priests and Levites, who, being 
sent by the Pharisees, came to him with the query: “Who art thou?” 
He had told them that the Christ had come, and that he, John, was 
not the Christ, but only “a voice of one crying in the wilderness, 
Make straight the way of the Lord,” 7. e., that he were only the 
forerunner, the way-preparer of the Christ. He had said to them: 
“There standeth one among you!”—but they did not care to see 
that One. They did not say to John, “Show us the Christ!” They 
did not care to know Him. But, my friends, they were not the only 
ones who did not know Christ, and did not care to know Him. — 
When those priests and Levites came back to Jerusalem, they gave 
report to the chief priests and Pharisees of what they had heard out 
of the mouth of John. But they, too, did not care to know whether 
John had spoken a falsehood or the truth. They did not cry out: 
“Thank God, the Messiah has at last made His advent!’ No, in 
their own calculation they had no need of Him; they thought they 
could get along without Him. John, therefore, has just cause to 
lament: “Whom ye know not!” 
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So it is to this very day. Multitudes know of Jesus Christ, the 
Savior of the world, for they have often heard of Him, but they do 
not know Him, and, sadder still, they do not care to know Him! 
The “Johns” of to-day, the true ministers of the Gospel, must there- 
fore often lament with John of old: “Whom ye know not!” 

Perhaps, my friends, there are some among us to-night to whom 
we must say with John: “There standeth one among you whom ye 
know not!” Of course, it is very true, all of you know of Jesus 
Christ, but do all of you know Him? Do you, all of you, believe 
in Him? 

People that know Him, 7. e., people that truly believe in Him, 
will also honor Him with their lives; they will prove their faith 
in Him by a godly Christian conduct. I ask you: Do you think 
that those people know Jesus Christ who lead an ungodly, un- 
Christian life? Can they be His disciples who find pleasure in 
sitting in the places of the scornful, who find pleasure in gluttony 
and drunkenness, who rather spend their time in the saloon than 
in the house of God? Do those people know Him who serve mammon, 
who defraud their fellow-men in order to enrich themselves? Is not 
the love of money the root of all evil? Do those people know Him 
who find pleasure in the gayety of this sinful and wicked world, who 
delight in going to dances, balls, and masquerades? Tell me, I pray 
you, do you really believe that such worldly and carnal-minded 
people know the dear Savior who suffered and died for them on the 
cross? If you are a Christian, you will answer and say: “Indeed 
not! They may know of Him; they even may be well versed in the 
Holy Scriptures, but they do not know Him.” So it is. People may 
have a very good knowledge of the person and office of Jesus Christ, 
they may be reckoned among the “great theologians of this twentieth 
century,” and yet— they may not know Him. 

How is it with you, my most beloved friends? Do you know 
Jesus? Remember, the chief priests, scribes, and Pharisees of old 
were well versed in the sacred Scriptures of the Jews; they knew 
the prophecies concerning the Christ; but Him they knew not. 
Even so there are multitudes in Christendom to-day who are not 
ignorant concerning the minutest particulars in the sacred history | 
of our dear Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and yet — oh, how sad! — 
they do not know Him.— My friend, do you know Him? Can you 
truthfully say with Dr. Luther: “I believe that Jesus Christ, true 
God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true man, born 
of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost and 
condemned creature, purchased and won me from all sins, from 
death, and from the power of the devil, not with gold or silver, but 
with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and 
death, that I may be His own, and live under Him in His kingdom, 
and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessed- 
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ness, even as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all 
eternity. This is most certainly true”? My friends, if we would 
be eternally saved, we must embrace Jesus Christ by true faith, and 
we must serve Him and honor Him by good works. Our works 
make manifest the faith that is in us. Yea, Christians must prove 
their faith by means of Christian works. All your church-going, all 
your claims to Christianity, all your profession of faith, will avail 
you nothing if you will not live a godly, Christian life Faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ and a godly, Christian life must go hand in 
hand. Faith without works is dead. If you profess faith in the 
Savior and yet do not live a Christian life, you do not know, %. e., 
believe, in Jesus Christ, and on the great day of Judgment, He, 
whom you know not, will say unto you: “I never knew you: depart 
from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and 
his angels.” But, on the other hand, if you do not only know of 
Him who standeth among us, but if you know Him, 2. e., if you be- 
lieve in Him, and if you honor Him by a Christian life, then He 
will say unto you on that great day: “Come, ye blessed of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundations 
of the world!” God grant that all of us may hear those words from 
the lips of our dear Savior on that great day, the day of the final 
Judgment! Amen. Aid & Be al 
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Sermon from the Gospel for Christmas Day. 
Luxe 2, 1—14. 


Great is the joy of this day! Far and near the whole civilized 
world is in commotion, exulting and rejoicing. From the distant 
valley comes the quivering peal of the village parish bell; from 
the crowded city issues the rousing melody of the chime. Here 
anthems of joy fill the air, yonder the incense of prayer is wafted 
to the skies. The whole world seems, this day, to unite in pleasing 
commotion. 

Whence this joy? What is it that checks, as it were, the course 
of this world, and spurs it on to joy? What is it that causes this 
universal commotion ? 

Ask! Ah, what different reasons, what divers motives! The 
vast majority of that great crowd of jubilants knows no real reason 
at all for its joy. Habit, tradition, has done all that was necessary 
to make it customary. Formerly ’twas so, ’tis so now, and ’tis 
pleasant. Still, there are a few, a comparatively small number, who 
do not belong to this great majority. A number of people who re- 
joice — not because their ancestors did so, who exult— not because 
others do so, who are extremely joyful, but have a reason, a most 
sublime reason for it. They are those who are called and are Chris- 
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tians. They know why they rejoice, they know why they exult this 
day; for it has been revealed unto them, though hid from the mul- 
titude, the world. This day is for them the birthday of one who 
is their life and their salvation. Aye, this day is to this small 
flock a day of solemn celebration, commemorating an event which, 
though nineteen centuries have separated it from us, still is as 
vivid, as new, as joyful as if it had occurred but yesterday. It is 
the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ. This event we celebrate. It 
is the cause of our joy this day. And truly, it is a sufficient cause 
for all our joy. 

Permit me, by the grace of God, to show this in our present 
discourse : 
THE BIRTH OF CHRIST SUFFICIENT CAUSE FOR CHRISTIANS’ 

JOY ON CHRISTMAS DAY; 


because He is made unto them of God: 


1. Wisdom; 2. Righteousness ; 
3. Sanctification; 4. Redemption. 
1. 


The human mind has busied itself chiefly with three things, con- 
cerning which it has, however, found but little truth. They are 
this Universe, Man, and God. 

Philosophy has speculated much, yet, about this universe it has 
set forth nothing certain. The startling grandeur of nature, the 
perplexing machinery of this world renewing itself day by day, with 
its days and nights, its rain and sunshine, its seasons and climates; 
all this sublime panorama rises before the eyes of the philosopher, 
startles and bewilders him, but of himself he understands it not. 
Aye, left to himself, in spite of the most strenuous effort, he has ever 
been forced to confess: It is all marvel, all puzzle. Theories he 
has, indeed, vented, amazing systems he has hazarded on a raging 
sea of uncertainty, but all in vain. According to some, this uni- 
verse was the indisputable work of a supreme being; according to 
- others, the work of chance. ‘Tossed to and fro, and carried about 
with every wind of doctrine, uncertainty held the field, and the 
task of finding something certain was transmitted from great to 
greater minds. 

God Almighty, who with His mighty arm guides and rules this 
universe with all its wonders and all its perplexities, whose eternal 
power and godhead is understood by the things that are made, the 
natural man, by reason of his fallen condition, receiveth not. An 
almighty God, who watches and reigns over this universe and makes 
all things therein serve His purpose, he knows not. 

By the gift of Christ we receive a most clear vision of this 
wonderful immanence, this ruling presence of the Almighty God 
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in this universe and of His purposes regarding it. Our Christmas 
Gospel reveals unto us the irresistible rule of God in this world. 
It shows us how He leads all things just so, that His decrees be 
fulfilled, His will be done; how even this blind, unsuspeeting world 
must offer its means and power to fulfill His purposes. By Micah 
(5, 2) it had already been prophesied: “But thou, Bethlehem Eph- 
ratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out 
of thee shall come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel, whose 
goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.” In these words 
God revealed unto His people whence the Messiah should come, 
namely, out of Bethlehem Ephratah, though little among the thou- 
sands of Judah. Yea, at Bethlehem their Savior should be born. 
And what do we read in our Christmas Gospel? “And it came 
to pass... ) in the inn.” 

See here the marvelous reign of God in this world! How bright 
and grand the almighty, never-failing arm of that great Ruler of 
this universe is here revealed! Decreed from all eternity, pro- 
claimed by the prophet Micah, then nearly eight hundred years ago, 
that Christ, the Messiah, should be born in Bethlehem: in our Christ- 
mas Gospel we behold its fulfillment. And how is it brought about? 

The heathen Caesar Augustus must offer his service and power. 
By his decree it must come to pass that Joseph from Galilee out 
of the city of Nazareth went up into Judea, unto the city of 
David, which is called Bethlehem. By his decree it must come to 
pass that Mary be at Bethlehem at the time when she should be 
delivered. By his decree it must come to pass that the prophesied 
seed of the woman, the Messiah, the Christ, be born in the city of 
David, which is called Bethlehem. 

Is this not a wise, grand, wonderful rule of God, which our 
Gospel reveals unto us? Does the history of Christ’s birth not show 
us that everything must serve our God to the end that His decrees 
be fulfilled, His will be done on earth? Yea, the world is subject 
to the power of God, to His almighty will. Thus the gift of Christ 
is made unto us Wisdom. It reveals unto us God as Ruler and the 
world as servant, which, even though it know it not, must carry 
out His will. 

Still more! Also about man, about ourselves, it reveals unto 
us most marvelous truths. The natural man, indeed, has strained 
all his faculties, has invested all his means, if only he might learn 
_ to know himself. “Know thyself,” has been the watchword of many 
a philosophic mind; albeit, voluntarily or involuntarily, man had 
to confess we know him not. Theory after theory concerning his 
origin, his destination, has flooded the marts of human wisdom; 
but the doubtful or ridiculous stigmatized them all. One would 
raise him to the height of a God, the other enlists him with the 
beast. Yet, after all the fluctuating opinions upon this problem, 
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those who recognized their position have always acknowledged that 
man is a mystery. 

Here at the crib of Christ, however, we see man in his prime- 
val holiness and innocence. Here lies the only clean, the only sin- 
less man, Christ. But alas, what a contrast! Behold this sublime 
emblem of heavenly purity, behold its surroundings! Misery and 
want, hay and straw surround Him. Christ the clean lies here 
among the unclean, and indeed, as a consequence of sin. His 
parents and the throng of people, as a consequence of sin, are subject 
to the prince of this world, must cringe under his scepter and 
be taxed. 

Does this picture not reveal to us in most lucid tint who man is? 
Do we, from it, not learn to know ourselves? Aye, man is a fallen, 
helpless creature who, though once free and clean, as Christ in the 
manger, is now sold under bondage to the prince of this world, is 
sold under bondage to sin. 

Our Christmas Gospel, however, also reveals unto us God and 
His will to-usward. The natural man, of course, again knows nothing 
perfect of God and the things of God. He is, as the apostle says, 
“without God in the world,” Eph. 2, 12. Of God’s gracious will 
towards him natural man knows nothing at all. Hence the manifold 
and various opinions about God. The one thinks of Him as of a 
good old man who leaves the world to move its course and overlooks 
that which displeases Him. Another would know Him as a bois- 
terous tyrant who whirls thunderbolt upon thunderbolt, blast upon 
blast upon poor man. Here, however, at the manger, we learn to 
know God as a holy God, whose majesty shakes the earth and the 
people therein, but whose love alights upon the dying sinner and 
draws him to His bosom, as a God who has “no pleasure in the death 
of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live,” 
Ezek. 33, 11. 

Thus, my friends, is the gift of Christ made unto us Wisdom. 
It reveals unto us God the allwise, omniscient, almighty Ruler of 
this world, who as a loving Father bends down over fallen man, 
encloses him in His arms and rescues him. Surely, a precious gift, 
sufficient for Christian joy on Christmas Day. 

Christ, however, is also made unto us Righteousness. 


2. 

We all have sinned and come short of the glory of God. And 
there is no difference, we all are sinners, the heathen Caesar Augustus 
as also the Bethlehemites; Mary and Joseph as also we. By reason 
of our sins we are cast away from God and must hide ourselves when 
He reveals His majesty; for He is righteous and visits the sinner. 
His justice persecutes the sinner, and therefore we must be afraid 
and flee before Him. 


\ 
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This deplorable condition of man is most clearly exhibited in 
‘our Christmas Gospel. There we read: “And there were . . . sore 
afraid.” 

“And they were sore afraid!” Why? An angel, a righteous one, 
had appeared, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them. 
But, away with all fear because of the Child in the manger at Beth- 
lehem. “Fear not,” the message resounds, “for, behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto 
you is born this day, in the city of David, a Savior, which is Christ 
the Lord.” This Gift in the manger at Bethlehem is born unto us 
a Savior, aye, the Savior, the promised Savior, of whom Jeremiah 
said: “He shall execute judgment and justice in the earth. In His 
days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely; and this 
is His name, whereby He shall be called: The Lord, our Righteous- 
ness,’ 28, 5. 6. He is our Savior, who saves us from condemnation. 
He is our High-priest, who cleanses us from sin. He is our Right- 
eousness, which renders us acceptable before God. 

Surely, a precious gift: Righteousness lying in the manger at 
Bethlehem, free for all who would find Him! For thus the angel 
speaks: “And this shall be a sign unto you: ye shall find the babe 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.” Now, this Christ, 
this selfsame Righteousness, lies wrapped in the precious Gospel. 
He who is there found, that Christ, He is the proper Righteousness 
made unto us of God. No matter how fallen sinners we be, that 
Savior there found is sufficient to make us acceptable before God. 
Clad in His righteousness, we can come before God justified, who 
need fear neither wrath nor judgment, but as such as are clean and 
free from sin and its curse. 

Therefore great is the gift which is made unto us of God Right- 
eousness; for now we have no longer reason to be afraid of His 
glory. Christ has led us back as beloved children to God, our Father. 
Have we, my friends, not sufficient cause for joy by reason of this 
gift? With this gift we can also lead a holy life in all truth and 
sanctity. 

3% 

When the angel of the Lord had announced to Mary the favor 
which she had found with God; when he had proclaimed unto her: 
“Behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, 
and shalt call His name Jesus,” and Mary had asked: “How shall 
this be, seeing I know not a man?” then the angel answered her: “The 
Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall 
overshadow thee; therefore also that Holy Thing which shall be 
born of thee shall be called the Son of God.” Holy the angel calls 
him who was to be born of Mary, and that He is. He who is made 
unto us sanctification is the glistening mirror of all holiness, in His 
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obedience to His Father, in His humiliation unfolded especially in 
His love for the fallen sinner, in His whole life. He is the Holy, 
who did no sin, and in whose mouth was found no guile, 1 Pet. 2, 22; 
IK 

This Holy One is made unto us Sanctification. He should serve 
us as a type from which we should learn how also we may live holy 
in the sight of God. This gift, as it were, marks out for us the 
footsteps in which we should follow. He is the model which we 
should imitate. Surely, a lofty ideal! It is true, as disciples we 
shall in this life not be like our Master. No matter how much we 
- try, our flesh will remain with us as long as we live, and the thorn 
therein we shall feel. Even though at times the spirit in us may 
triumph, still there are moments when we are weak. In all this, 
however, we have a consolation which is firm. His grace, our Master’s 
grace, will be sufficient unto us. When we are weak, then He, the 
Holy One, who is made unto us Sanctification, helps us; then His 
grace is the stronger in us and sustains us. Even then His holiness 
is sufficient to cover our shortcomings, and when clothed in it, God 
considers us holy. Clad in it, our Savior presents us to our God, 
holy and unblamable, and unreprovable in His sight. Only one 
condition the apostle names, namely: “If we continue in the faith 
grounded and settled,” Col. 1, 20. Then Christ is our sanctification. 

Therefore let us rejoice; for being holy, unblamable and unre- 
provable, we are also heirs to a most sublime hope, established for 
us by the Savior of Bethlehem when He was made our Redemption. 


4, 

We have seen, my friends, that by the gift of Christ we are 
made righteous, made holy, if only we continue in the faith grounded 
and settled. Albeit, we await something still greater, still grander. — 
As the apostle says: “We are looking for that blessed hope, and the 
glorious appearing of the great God and Savior Jesus Christ.” And 
really, what would all that of which we have spoken profit us, if we 
had not the promise that we should once be redeemed? Would the 
loss of this pearl not deprive us of the very crown of Christendom ? 
For, although we be just and righteous in the eyes of God, because 
Christ covers all our deformities, yet, so far as we are concerned, 
we are ever beating our course through much weakness and infirmity ; 
we do not as yet behold our God face to face, nor do we in all par- 
ticulars live to His honor. We, it is true, even now have peace with 
God and a good conscience, nevertheless our foes are many and our 
tribulation much. 

However, in all this there remains for us one hope, without 
which we would be poor and miserable, and that is our deliverance 
from all the trouble and afflictions of this world, our redemption. Of 
this we have been made heirs by the gift of our Savior Jesus Christ. 
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He shall finally redeem us from all weakness, want, danger, strife, 
and tribulation of this world, and lead us into a bliss which is ever- 
lasting, where we shall be like Him and behold Him face to face. 
This glorious time we await, our final deliverance, when this same 
Christ who in the manger at Bethlehem is made unto us Redemption 
shall again appear, not in lowliness, but in the clouds of heaven, 
with angels and archangels, to lead us into the mansions for us pre- 
pared, there to remain singing praises to Him evermore. 

Surely, my dear Christian friends, we have sufficient cause to 
rejoice this day, for great is the gift presented to us in Jesus Christ. 
He is made unto us Wisdom, that we might know this world as sub- 
ject to God; know ourselves as sinners; know Him as the merciful 
and gracious ;— who, however, is also made unto us Righteousness, 
Sanctification, and Redemption. 

Truly great is the Lord who can bestow such a gift. Blessed 
are we who receive it. Let us, therefore rejoice and exult; let the 
air resound with voices of praise; let us unite in the chorus of the 
heavenly host and say: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace, good will toward men!” Amen. EISEN 


Sermon for Christmas Eve, or Matin. 
IPSs: 


This Psalm has a standing use in the Christian Church: it is 
the Scripture lesson for Christmas Eve. What connection is there 
between the event which the Church is to-day celebrating, and these 
words of David? Does it speak of Christ; and if so, does it say aught 
regarding His birth? Let us see. In the center of the Psalm there 
occur these words: “Thou hast made Him ... glory and honor.” 
In these words the Psalmist evidently refers to a particular person. 
The Epistle to the Hebrews, quoting our Psalm, says: “One in a 
certain place . . . under His feet,” Hebr. 2, 6—8. And then the 
writer goes on to say in direct words: “We see Jesus... every man,” 
vy. 9. This is sufficient evidence to us that this Psalm treats of our 
Lord Jesus Christ; Scripture itself refers it to Him. 

However, there would still seem to remain this other question: 
What bearing has this Psalm on the event of this joyful day? This 
I purpose to show with the aid of the Holy Spirit by proving, — 


1. That in Christ the lost innocence of the human race has been 
reestablished; 


2. That ın Christ we are again made the children of God. 


1 


The Psalmist has tuned his harp to a hymn of praise in honor 
of the works of creation. “O Lord, our Lord... earth!” — thus he 
begins and ends his song. He lifts up his eye to the starry firmament 
and says: “When I consider... . ordained,” and then expresses his 
profound wonder that all these things were made for man. “What 


\ 
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is man,” he says, “that Thou art... visitest him?” “Thou madest 
him ... paths of the seas.” 

You will all remember the story so simply and yet so grandly 

told on the first leaf in your Bible: how God, after deliberating with 

the Holy Trinity on the creation of man, finally formed out of the 
dust of the ground the beautiful creature which He distinguished 
by making it the bearer of His own likeness in this nether world; 
and how, when His chief handiwork, Adam, stood before Him in his 
immaculate holiness and righteousness, adorned with all the perfee- 
tions of the most favored work of the Almighty, God extended His 
hand in blessing over him and said: “Be fruitful ... moveth upon 
the earth.” It is to that act of God on the threshold of the history 
of our race that the Psalmist has reference in our text. 

But you will say: Were we not told just now that these words 
must be understood as pointing to Christ? And are we now to 
reverse the interpretation and refer them to mortal man? Not so, 
beloved. Do you not see the wonderful connection to which David 
points between the creation of the first man and the birth of our 
Lord at Bethlehem? Christ is the second Adam, and His birth is 
virtually a re-creation of the first man in all the perfections which 
once adorned our race in the state of innocence, but were ruthlessly 
thrown away in the dark hour of the fall. Ever since then man has 
been the wretch that we now behold him. The scepter of his do- 
minion is broken; the crown of his glory has been removed; the 
earth that was to yield him the willing and ready obedience due her 
lord rebels against him: it bears him thorns and thistles; the brute 
creation is turned into a warring camp leagued together, as it were, 
to fight its master, Man. Woe and misery in a thousand forms, grim 
death and pale fear, hideous despair and foul vice, lurks wherever 
man may turn his eye. The wind howls defiance to him, the sun 
sends his rays like fierce arrows from the bowstring of a mighty 
warrior down upon his unprotected head; the mad waves of the 
ocean leap upon his shores, and angry rivers carry away in swollen, 
chafing floods his hopes of a harvest. Trumpet-tongued, and in 
ever-changing variations the universe proclaims to fallen man the 
undeniable fact of his ruin; and man stands by helpless and hope- 
less, viewing the destruction of his works and musing upon the futil-. 
ity of providing effectual checks against his enemies. 

In that ever memorable night, when in far-away Bethlehem the 
virgin mother wrapped her sweet Babe in swaddling clothes and 
laid Him in a manger, a turning-point had been reached in the 
relation of man to this world and all that it contains; a change had 
taken place that restored to our race, in one of its representatives, 
the scepter that had been wrested from him by the wily tempter. 
And the ultimate consequences of this change were still grander, as 
we shall forthwith learn. It is to the little Manger Child that David 
has his eyes turned when he extols the sublime beauties of the 
heavens, and the rulership of man of the creatures of this world. 
It is this puny Infant that is the lordly, majestic personage to whom 
the wide, vast universe must bow in rapturous adoration. It is one 
of the beautiful doctrines of our religion to which we give expression 
when we sing: “Within a manger He doth lie,” ete. 

The creature its Creator found. And how did it find Him? Ah, 
here lies the chief merit of the event: it found Him in the form 
of a man. “As the children are partakers,” ete., Hebr. 2, 14. 
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Upon this Child the universe was compelled to look with un- 
mingled admiration. The night wind hushed its moaning at the 
sound of its infant wail, and did not chill it with its cold breath; 
the stars twinkled from their towering heights with a curious gleam; 
the brutes, which by the cruelty of heartless man had become the 
first companions of the Lord at His visit to this earth became cowed, 
and a star wandered from his course to bear the torch, as it were, 
to the first pilgrims from distant lands to the most sacred spot on 
this eursed earth. And, presently the veil of the heavens was with- 
drawn, and out of the emerald gates of the golden city there came 
a bright procession led by a gorgeous archangel. The heavens were 
turned ablaze with the unearthly brightness of the eternal mansions: 
heaven’s shining host itself had come in a body to view with delight 
the wonder of wonders, the sinless, immaculate human being, the 
paragon of all the angels, a being such as the cherub with the flaming 
sword had not beheld since the day that the gate of fair Eden was 
closed upon stricken Adam and his crushed spouse. 

At the sight of the newly born Savior the universe may well be 
said to have stood rapt in awe and reverence; and if its myriad 
voices should suddenly have become -endowed with speech, there 
should have gone up the arching vault of heaven an anthem of 
praise that should have far surpassed the hymn sung on the morn- 
ing of creation, when the morning stars sang together and all the 
children of God shouted for joy. The ocean should have thundered 
its deep-voiced message of love to Him who afterward quelled its 
rage with His “Be still!’ The chaste lily should have bent its 
snowy chalice in grateful acknowledgment to Him who had come 
to point a striking lesson by means of His artless beauty. The 
waters should have murmured their thanks to Him who had come 
to make them the saving flood of regeneration, and its crystal drops 
should have sparkled with delight in anticipation of the first great 
miracle that their Lord intended to perform to prove His divine 
mission. The mellow grape basking and bending trellises on the 
sunny hillside, the wheat ear nodding to the soft summer-breeze 
should have been thrilled at the thought that they were to become 
the bearers of the Lord’s own body and blood. The sparrows in the 
streets should have chirped their hallelujahs to Him who had come 
to pronounce them objects of His providence and lessons of comfort 
to care-worn mortals. Yea, verily, there is no creature in heaven, 
earth, or sea but should have hastened to pay homage to the great 
God manifest in the flesh. For this lisping Child in Mary’s lap 
had given them all life and breath, and in Him they lived, moved, 
and had their being. 

This Christ born of the virgin, according to promise, is the 
subject of the Psalmist’s song: He is that man at whose dominion 
over the created universe he expresses such profound wonder. In 
Him the early age of the world has returned; there is again a man 
walking over its everlasting hills, standing by its babbling brooks, 
resting at night upon its bosom, and destined to rest in the further 
course of His life in her embrace in the grave, to whom it can yield 
that obedience, that reverence, that service, and that homage which 
once it yielded to our sinless ancestors. The angelic choirs are but 
the eloquent interpreters of the emotions of all creatures; the mute 
adoration of the entire world finds fitful expression in the “Gloria in 
excelsis,” for which the Almighty Himself has furnished the theme 
and the occasion. 
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Is all this so, my friends? Does not the actually existing state 
of affairs contradict us? Is not the poverty and the absence of all 
distinction which we notice around the manger proof that we must 
be mistaken? We say, No; we sing: “Faith sees no longer the 
stable-floor,” ete. 

My friends, it is impossible that we should be mistaken; for 
then should David be mistaken, who first ascribes to Christ the man 
the dominion over the universe, once the great prerogative of sin- 
less man, and then proceeds to speak, in spite of all the glorious 
things which he has said concerning the Lord, of His lowliness, 
as indeed he does. There must, then, exist some connection be- 
tween what Christ is in reality, and what He appears to be to the 
eye of a mere observer. We must, accordingly, investigate, secondly, 
the meaning of the lowliness of the Lord. ‚And in so doing we shall 
find still greater cause for wonder, adoration, and gratitude. 


2. 


In following our text we were taken to the gates of paradise, 
our paradise but for the mistake of our ancestors. Inseparably con- 
nected with the story of the fall is the story of the first Gospel. 
One only boon Adam and his wife were permitted to take with them 
on their departure from the scene of their former happiness and 
innocence, the promise of the Woman’s Seed. That promise had 
been given them couched in strange language, foreboding strife and 
misery to the One whom even then our first parents were taught 
to regard as their deliverer. His heel was to be bruised in the at- 
tempt to crush the serpent’s head. David in our Psalm has not 
lost sight of that feature, for he speaks of the Lord, whose dominion 
he has described in such glowing terms, as of one who has been made 
a little lower than the angels; yea, he also speaks of enemies of 
the Lord, and mentions instruments of power which the Lord has 
ordained to still the enemy and the avenger. Hence, what on first 
sight might seem a disturbing element in the beautiful Christmas | 
picture is thus seen to be a divinely intended matter of forethought 
and prearrangement. 

It is possible, then, to take of the apparition of the angels’ 
host in the holy night a different view from that which we had just 
taken: these bright and blessed spirits are come not only to view 
the Master of the universe as He enters His domain in human form, 
but they also come to take leave of Him for a season. While He. 
remains their Lord even in the garb of corruptible flesh, still He 
is not to enjoy for a season their present and uninterrupted adora- 
tion and service. He is now entering upon a task in which no one 
is permitteed to follow Him, a task that shall in the end wring 
from His trembling lips the dying groan: “My God, my God, why 
hast Thou forsaken me?” He shall be engaged upon toils so exact- 
ing, hurled into distress so trying, vexed with grief so fierce and 
bitter, constrained to undergo humiliations so contemptible, that 
the dignity and majesty of the divine nature shall utterly disappear, 

‚and He shall become despised, a loathing and a reproach to His 
observers. His degradation below the blissful state of the angels 
shall thus be effected for the accomplishment of the great purpose 
of His incarnation. 

And thus we come to view with quickened interest those very 
features in the well-known events of this blessed night which at 
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first appeared so repulsive to the eye of the flesh. The lowliness 
of the newborn Christ-child is a superadded feature, and does not 
essentially belong to Him. In fact, it is a borrowed dress in which 
He presents Himself to our eyes at His first entrance into the world. 
“The serpent’s wound He beareth not,” ete. 

This is the reason, then, why Christ has come in humble form: 
He is to restore to their former state the beings whose form He 
wears. On entering this world He approaches, so to speak, the door 
of our prison, where the power of Satan holds us captives in the 
bonds of sin. Satan is that “enemy and avenger” whom He is come 
to still. Satan accuses us before God and our own conscience of 
the transgressions into which he has led us. His charges may be 
eruel, and we may think that he is the last person to prefer them, 
but they are true: we have sinned and come short of the glory of 
God. But Satan can exercise his sway over the fallen race of man only 
as long as there is no one to resist him, just as brawling Goliath 
defied the camp of Israel as long as he knew he could safely do so. 
Christ is our David, who has stretched our accuser upon the ground. 
He faced the devil for us, and compelled Satan to fight once more 
for his possessions. If he could not.stand before Christ the man, 
he could henceforth claim no power over us. For in Christ the 
man he was made to face the human race. And in order that the 
very lowest of men might be included in the saving work of Christ, 
Christ assumed a lowly form. 


' The combat is over; the work of the devil has been destroyed. 
The Child whose birth we sing to-day has reversed our condition. 
Castaways from our Father in heaven as we had become by our 
sinning, He has restored us to sonship by His living and dying. 
The cradle at Bethlehem is the rock of our salvation; the poverty 
of our Lord, our everlasting wealth; His dishonor, our undying 
glory. When looking down upon this lowly Child in Mary’s lap, 
the Father beholds in Him the race which once He cursed and 
rejected. He now beholds it free from the taint that caused its 
rejection in the day of His wrath. Again He throws open the doors 
of paradise; the cherubim with the flaming sword stands there no 
longer, but a soft, sweet voice entreats us: Come, my ransomed 
children, I will receive you! And the children do come, old and 


„young, beggar and prince, high and low; they confess their sins 


and bend the knee at the Manger Child, which receives their homage 
and henceforth employs them against their former master. “Out 
of the mouth of babes He hath ordained strength to still the enemy 
and the avenger.” These babes and sucklings of the Lord are we, 
beloved; before God we are all as children; our age, wisdom, 
strength, or learning counts nothing at the manger; even the best 
of us have but begun the new life. But He who Himself in weak- 
ness did great things is pleased still to operate by means of weak 
instruments, and manifest His power through our feebleness. 


The little children and the young people here gathered to sing 
the praises of the infant Redeemer are to be an object lesson to us. 
The Savior delights to hear the praises of infants: let us become . 
like them, in childlike, trusting faith, and to that end listen atten- 
tively to their service and join with them in heartfelt prayers for 
their souls and ours. “Oh! may we keep and ponder in our mind 
. . . heaven’s almighty King.” Amen. \ 


